
Celebrating 50 years of 
hospice care in 2017
It is 50 years since Dame Cicely Saunders founded 
St Christopher’s as the first modern hospice, and 
started the transformation of end of life care 
throughout the UK and internationally.

Help us celebrate 50 years of the modern hospice 
movement and our care services by attending the 
many events taking place. See our website for details.

The 2017 dates of the 
Open Gardens Festival 
Welcome to the St Christopher’s Open 
Garden Festival, where supporters kindly 
open their gardens to the public to raise 
money for their local hospice.

We have some fantastic gardens opening 
this year, however we are always looking to 
‘grow’ our garden numbers. Do you have a 
garden – large or small – that you would like 
to proudly showcase for a day from May to 
September? Maybe get your friends, family 
and neighbours involved? It doesn’t have to 
be just tea and cake as many of our gardens 
even feature BBQs or music. Everything that 
our participants do in the festival raises vital 
funds for your local hospice – and we’ll help 
and support you every step of the way.

If you feel you would be able to open 
for us, please call Tracy Blackmore on 
020 8768 4573 or email her at t.blackmore@
stchristophers.org.uk to find out more.

Don’t put it off! Our Will 
Week is 11-15 September
Have you been putting  
off updating your Will?  
Intestacy laws are  
complicated, so take this  
opportunity to update your Will and help 
your local hospice at the same time.

Local solicitors kindly donate their services 
and instead of paying them a fee you 
support St Christopher’s with a single gift of 
£150 for a simple Will or £200 for a pair of 
simple mirror Wills.

There is no obligation to remember 
St Christopher’s in your Will, but legacy 
gift are hugely important to us and make 
up 27% of our income – meaning we can 
continue to provide our services free of 
charge to the local community.

Search ‘Will Week’ on our website, or 
contact Helen Wheeler on 020 8768 4715 or 
at h.wheeler@stchristophers.org.uk

At St Christopher’s Hospice our vision is of a world in 
which all dying people and those close to them have 
access to care and support, whenever and wherever 
they need it.

Each person is unique and we tailor our care to meet 
social, emotional and spiritual needs, as well as manage 
physical symptoms. Our goal is to help people live well 
until they die and support those affected by the loss of 
a loved one. Every year we provide care and support to 
over 6,000 people across south east London, both at 
home and in the hospice.

We passionately believe that everyone should have 
access to the best care at the end of their lives and 

have an extensive education programme, working with 
people across the world, to improve and develop 
hospice care.

We were founded in 1967 by Dame Cicely Saunders 
and – in this, our 50th anniversary year – her words still 
remain at the heart of everything we do: “You matter 
because you are you and you matter until the last 
moment of your life.” 

As a registered charity we need to raise £14 million every 
year to continue to care for people when it matters 
most. Without the support of our local communities 
this wouldn’t be possible. Thank you from us all for 
your support.

To find out more about the work of St Christopher’s 
and how you can help us, please call 020 8768 4500, 
email info@stchristophers.org.uk or visit  
www.stchristophers.org.uk

Sydenham site 51-59 Lawrie Park Road, Sydenham, 
London SE26 6DZ Telephone 020 8768 4500

Bromley site Caritas House, Tregony Road, 
Orpington BR6 9XA Telephone 01689 825755

info@stchristophers.org.uk
www.stchristophers.org.uk
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Explore these beautiful 
local gardens opening in 
aid of St Christopher’s 
Hospice from May to 
September  
2017

With a very 
special 50th 
anniversary celebration event  at Lambeth 

Palace!



Key to the gardens and events
 Wheelchair access
 Wheelchair access (partial)
 Parking in surrounding roads
  Specific parking information
 Raffle or tombola
 No dogs (except guide)
 Refreshments
 Supervised children free
 Plant sale
 Must book in advance

Sunday 21 May · 1-5pm
Plant Sale at 7 Langland Gardens, 
Shirley CR0 8DY

    

This established plant sale offering 
a wide variety of reasonably priced 
plants is the perfect opportunity to 
stock your garden with summer plants 
and raise money for your local hospice 
at the same time. Tea and coffee and 
a selection of homemade cakes are 
also available. No charge for entry but 
all proceeds to St Christopher’s. Train 
West Wickham Bus 119 or 198.

Sunday 21 May · 1-6pm 
Open Gardens in Forest Hill SE23 
3BP: Hilltop 28 Horniman Drive, 
27 Horniman Drive, 53 Ringmore 
Rise, 7 Canonbie Road, The Coach 
House 3 The Hermitage and 
25 Westwood Park

     

Combined entrance £7 (the central 
paypoint is at 28 Horniman Drive).

These six magnificent gardens in Forest 
Hill are all very different and make for 
a wonderful afternoon out. Positioned 
on one of the highest points in south 
east London, these gardens afford 
breathtaking views across London and 
the Downs – offering a real treat to 
the senses with art, sculpture, delicious 
homemade cakes and refreshments, as 
well as music from a talented duo and 
many plants for sale.

There are too many hidden gems to list 
but delights include a walled courtyard 
garden, a city sanctuary garden built 
on three levels with rose and jasmine 
draped arches, a jewel garden and 
topiary; a sculptor’s garden packed 
with plants, sculptures and ceramics 
for sale; a vibrant vintage garden with 
a flock of chickens, vegetable beds 
and large fruit trees; a story trail for 
children; an organic ‘bee friendly’ 
garden with seating areas and a unique 
slate water feature; and a Beth Chatto 
inspired garden where a grass path 

winds between a loose, billowing, 
country style planting.

The gardens are within a short walk 
of each other or a yellow ballooned 
‘taxi’ is available for a donation. These 
gardens are opening for the National 
Gardens Scheme (NGS) with a share to 
St Christopher’s. Train Forest Hill Bus 
176, 185, 197, 356 or P4. 

Sunday 21 May · 11-5.30pm
Open Garden at 12 The Meadows, 
Chelsfield Park, Orpington BR6 6HS

    

Entrance £4. This beautiful garden has 
been designed and lovingly maintained 
by the current owners over 21 years. 
The front garden has Mediterranean 
style gravel with sun loving plants. 
The rear garden is in two parts: a 
semi-formal area with two ponds, 
one Koi and one natural; and a semi 
wooded area with mature bamboos, 
acers and grasses and also includes a 
designated children’s path with a 13' 
high giraffe, Sumatran tigers and lots 
of points of interest. Opening for NGS, 
cakes and refreshments sold in aid of 
St Christopher’s. Train Chelsfield. 

Sunday 28 May 2-5pm
Open Garden at 47 St John’s Road, 
Petts Wood, BR5 1HT  

      

Entrance £3.50. This garden opening is 
dedicated to the memory and spirit of 
Marge Thompson. A charming garden 
featuring a wide variety of acers, 
shrubs and herbaceous perennials. 
After exploring the garden there are 
plenty of seating areas, some shaded, 
to relax and enjoy some refreshments 
and homemade cakes which are 
available. There is also an opportunity 
to purchase plants from the well-
stocked plant stall. Train Petts Wood 
Bus R3 or R7. 

Sunday 4 June · 2-5pm
Open Gardens at 103 and 105 
Dulwich Village, Dulwich, SE21 7BJ  

     

Combined entrance £7. Two Georgian 
Houses with large gardens backing 
onto Dulwich Park. Homemade cakes 
and teas available as well as plants for 
sale in both gardens.    

103 Dulwich Village A beautiful garden 
featuring some unusual plants and 
shrubs chosen for colour and shape 
throughout the year. Wall decked with 
varied climbers behind a long, mixed 
border containing a wide range of 
herbaceous plants. Spacious child/
picnic-friendly lawn. Steps up to a 

formal lily pond teeming with fish 
(rudd), newts, frogs, dragonflies and 
other wildlife. The pond is surrounded 
by a paved area and flower beds filled 
with old roses and other colourful 
plants. Victorian-style greenhouse with 
vegetable and soft fruit area beyond. 
Gate to 105 next door.  

105 Dulwich Village A very pretty 
flower-lover’s garden with blue and 
white planting round a formal goldfish 
pond. Glorious colours elsewhere to 
attract bees and butterflies. Lots of 
old-fashioned roses, fine delphiniums, 
many unusual perennials and planters 
full of jolly annuals. Ancient mulberry 
tree and an attractive early 20th 
century greenhouse. Lawns, shrubbery, 
waterfall and pond with newts and 
other wildlife including leeches 
(children need to be supervised here). 
Train North and West Dulwich Bus P4.

Sunday 11 June · 2.30-5.30pm
Open Garden at 174 Peckham Rye, 
East Dulwich, SE22 9QA 

      

Entrance £3.50. This tranquil garden 
is truly ‘an oasis of calm in Peckham’ 
and is planted with a wide variety of 
rich contrasting foliage which evolves 
every year as it matures. Unusual plants 
are combined with old favourites. 
The garden was originally designed 
by Jude Sharpe and is easy care and 
child friendly. Relax and enjoy this 
peaceful garden while enjoying some 
ever-popular homemade cakes and 
refreshments. Open for NGS with St 
Christopher’s as the chosen charity. 
Train Peckham Rye or East Dulwich Bus 
12, 63, 363 or 197.

Thursday 22 June · 3-7pm 
Lambeth Palace Garden Tea Party at 
Lambeth Palace, Lambeth, London 
SE1 7JU 

      

Entrance £30 (includes entry and 
traditional afternoon tea). Join us in 
celebrating our 50th anniversary with 
a fantastic opportunity to discover 
the beautiful and extensive gardens 
at Lambeth Palace, one of the oldest 
and largest private gardens in London 
dating back to the 12th century. 
Lambeth Palace has been the London 
residence of the Archbishops of 
Canterbury since the 13th century. 
Wander round the formal courtyard 
garden which boasts the historic 
‘White Marseilles’ fig planted in 1556, 
ramble in the parkland style garden 
featuring mature trees, woodland 
and native planting, orchard and 
pond. There is a formal rose terrace, 
summer gravel border, scented chapel 

garden and active beehives. The 
afternoon will feature live music, 
entertainment, guest speakers and a 
raffle. Champagne will be available 
to purchase. Tube Lambeth North, 
Vauxhall, Waterloo and Westminster 
Train Vauxhall and Waterloo Bus 507, 
3, C10 or 77. 

Tickets for this very special event 
must be purchased in advance from 
www.stchristophers.org.uk/tea or 
by contacting Adelle Sanders on 
020 8768 4645 or at a.sanders@
stchristophers.org.uk

Sunday 25 June · 2-5pm
Open Garden at 39 Holbrook Lane, 
Chislehurst, BR7 6PE 

       

Entrance £5. A unique opportunity 
to visit one of the best gardens in 
Chislehurst. Backing onto the Scadbury 
Park Nature Reserve the garden has 
a large wooded area to explore. It 
features a lake with a duck house, 
a vegetable patch and various 
sculptures. This is an extraordinary 
garden covering six acres of land 
which has been lovingly maintained 
and cultivated to provide the most 
beautiful natural scenery and formal 
garden. There are many places to sit 
and enjoy the peaceful surroundings 
while enjoying refreshments and a 
selection of homemade cakes. Train 
Chislehurst Bus 269.

Sunday 2 July · 1-5pm
Open Garden at White Cottage, 
Crockenhill Road, Kevington, BR5 
4ER  

      

Entrance £5. This beautiful informal 
cottage garden surrounds a Victorian 
gardener’s cottage and is a haven for 
wildlife. The tranquil pond attracts 
newts, dragonflies and frogs. In 
addition, there is a beehive and a 
fantastic flock of free range ‘Buff 
Orpington’ chickens. Colour themed 
beds contain grasses, perennials, 
shrubs and fruit trees. The garden also 
offers plenty of places to sit, take in 
the surroundings and enjoy tea 
and a selection of delicious 
homemade cakes. Plants, 
vegetables and local produce 
(honey, jams and eggs) are 
also available to purchase. 
Open for NGS with a share 
to St Christopher’s. 
Parking is in an adjacent 
field and will be 
signposted. Train 
Swanley or St Mary 
Cray Bus 477 (stops 
outside).

Sunday 23 July · 2-5pm
Open Gardens at the Allotments, 
19-21 Homesdale Road, Petts Wood 
BR5 1JS 

       

Entrance £3. This is a fantastic 
opportunity to see local gardening 
at its best. The allotments are a hive 
of activity producing a vast variety 
of fruits and vegetables. Some of 
the tenants will be available to share 
their secrets and chat about the 
finer points of horticulture. There 
will be a produce stall and the ever 
popular scarecrow competition as in 
previous years. In an adjacent garden 
you can enjoy tea and homemade 
cakes accompanied by piano music. 
Train Petts Wood Bus R4 or 353.

Sunday 23 July · 2-8pm
Open Garden with curios at 
36 George Lane, Hayes, BR2 7LQ 

    

Suggested donation £2. Enjoy a 
unique suburban garden with many 
unforgettable curios. Featuring 
a miniature Tardis and a G-scale 
American garden railway with a 
small line where visitors of all ages 
can have a go at driving a train! Visit 
the fascinating vintage telephone 
museum with over 90 old phones 
dating back to the early 1900s, 
switchboards and working telephone 
exchanges. Connect calls, listen to 
the speaking clock and reminisce with 
‘Dial-A-Disc’. Arts and crafts will also 
be on sale. Entrance via a side passage, 
look for the sign saying ‘To the trains’. 
Train Hayes Bus 119 or 146.

Saturday 2 September · 2-8pm
Open Garden with curios at 
36 George Lane, Hayes, BR2 7LQ 

    

Suggested donation £2. Details as 
Sunday 23 July.

 

Book early for our Lambeth 
Palace anniversary event
Remember that tickets are likely to go fast for this 
St Christopher’s 50th anniversary event being held 
in London at Lambeth Palace (above) on Thursday 
22 June. See the listings on the right for full details.

Bring on all our bakers
Why not help by offering your 
baking skills? Our supporters 
love to enjoy tea and 
homemade cakes in the 
beautiful gardens and 
most gardens have a 
selection for sale so 
we always need cakes, 
tray bakes and biscuits 
during Open Gardens 
season. Donations of baked goodies are always 
gratefully received and really do help make the day a 
success. Please do get in touch with Tracy Blackmore 
on 020 8768 4573 or email her at t.blackmore@
stchristophers.org.uk if you are able to help.

You can still get involved
Why not hold a more private garden 

party for family, friends and 
colleagues this summer?   Even a 
simple family BBQ can become a 
fundraising event by inviting your 
neighbours and selling food. 

Telling them that you’re 
raising money for 

St Christopher’s, your 
local hospice, is a good 
ice-breaker and it really 
helps to spread the  

word!
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